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Among the first sights visited by this traveller
was a hospital for birds and fowls, which for being
sick, lame, deprived of their mates or otherwise
needing food and care ate kept and tended there with
diligence The hospital, was not a large one, a single
room sufficing for inmates of all sorts, comprising,
besides small birds, cocks, hens, pigeons, peacocks
and ducks. when they recovered from their lameness
of other disability they were, if wild, set at liberty
and if tame, givan away to some pious person to be
kept in his house The most curious thing I saw in this
place were eertain mice, who being found orphans,
without sire of dame to tend them, were put into this
hospital and a venerable old man with a white beard,
keeping them in a box, giving them milk to eat with
a bird’s feather beacause they were so little that as
yet they could eat nothing else. Della valle also
mentions another hospital Panjarapole for goats, sheep
and kids and a third one for cows and calves, some
with broken legs, others very old of lean or infirm
and kept here to be cured”
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